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Abstract
The effects of sodium dodecyl benzene sulfonate (DBS), one of the representative
surfactants for synthetic detergents, on the growth rates of Escherichia coli K-12 (λ), E.
coli C-600 and E. coli B_S-1 cells were investigated in connection with the surface tension
of the medium. The optimum surface tension values for the growth of three strains
were lower than the common values obtained for many bacteria. In higher regions
than the critical micelle concentration, the growth rates of three strains showed differ-
ent patterns of variations. The K-12(λ) and B_S-1 cells stopped the growth in the
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